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| Expriet the Noiſe would be ſuch, that 
. I conld- not be very well heard : 'L was 
Ti never. fond of muCh ſpeaking, much lefs 
K. now ; Therefore | have ſet down in this 
Paper, all-thar4 think fit, toleave behind me. 
God knows how far.l was.-always from De- 
ſigns againlt-the King's Perſon, or of altering 


the Government.z and1 till pray for the Pre- | 


ſervation of "Wy and of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion,” | 

lam told, 'that:, Captain Walcot has ſaid 
ſome.things concerning; my knowledg of . the 
Plot : | I Know, not w r the.;Report is 
true, or not: v;; I; :hope: 1 45 not. : for to my 
knowledg; [ never 1aw him, 'or Tpake with 
kim in my whole; Life ; and in the Words of 


a dying Mai: 4 Protels [ know of. no Plot, ei- 


ther agabut, the: King? 3: Life, or the:Govern- 
ments, Bus I hiaye: now. dong with-this World, 
aad am/g90ing t0:'8 aire MY forgive Ml the 
World; ang; Nt -thank',Gdd:, Oe in Charity 
with all Men ; ang: Like all Sas "make 
francs may-layg jope: another,” anc not ma e 
nay for PROP "9h ther __ "0 


| The PAPER deliver'd. be He" 


| 
| 


$ 
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SHERIFES:: 


: SUS 


Thank God, 1 find my ſelf conpole | 


:200 It 


39 £213 | 


and prepared for Death;andimy Treg , ; 


{o fixed on another World; that IH 
God, I am now quite weaned: from fetvls 
my Heart on this. Yet I carmot/ i 


ſpending ſome time now, in ſetting "down ; 


in Writing a fuller: Account .of myi'QCors 


dition, 'ro_be left behind 'me,' 'thant4 Mo | 
venture.to fay at the Place of "Execution, 18 | 


the Notſe and Clutter thar'is like to beitheje; 


I bleſs God heartily. for thofemanyBlellings, | 


which he in his infinite Mercy: has beitoled 


upon me, through the whole Courſe! oB thy 
That was born of worthy good Pas + 


Life : 
rents, and had: the ®Advantages of '@ rgtipiz 


ous Edvcnriaces ; which I have: 'ofren 3 that'd | 


God very heartily for, and look'd'uponad att 
invaluable Bleſſing : Forrevenwhen Linifded 


itleaſt, ir ſtill; buag abonr | me, -a9d' g2V6 NE | 


enced and poileſſed me, that: I ferl the ha 
Effects of -it :in this-my Extremity. 6 Re 


| have been ſo wonderfully .{/bthank' Gay 


! 


checks, and hasnow for many. Years 16 uit | : 


ſupported; -.that' ;neither)'miy. Impriſoumchr, 


not the Fear of Death, have beziable t6 ail 
compole- me to any degrees: burvn'rhs g&fjs 


trary, I have found the Afurmidabfithe Lovo. % 


ard Mercy of -God, in agdthtough-m Fl 


|. ; 


Fed Redeemer, in whom only I truſt ; and 1 


> 


do not queſtion, but that I am going to par- 
take of that Fulneſs of Joy which 1s in tus 
refence, the hopes whereof does ſo wonder- 
Fully delight me, that I reckon this as the | 
happieſt time of my Life, tho others may - 
look upon it as the ſaddeſt. 
I have lived, and now die of the Reformed 


in the Communion of the Church of England, 


tho I could never yet comply with, or riſe 


up. to all the heights of many Peopk. I wiſh 
with all my Soul, all our unhappy Differences 
wereremoved, and that all ſincere Proteſtants 
would ſo far conſider the Danger of Popery, 


- as to lay aſide their Heats, and agree againſt 


the Common Enemy ; and that the Church- 


' men would be leſs ſevere, and the Diſſenters 


leſs ſcrupulous : For 1 think Bitterneſs and 
Perſecution. are at- all times bad, but much 
more now. | 

For Popery, I look on it as an Idolatrous 
and Bld6ody Religion ; and therefore thought 
my ſelf bound, in my Station, to do all I could 
againſt it. And by that, I forefaw I ſhould 
procure ſuch great Enemies to my ſelf, and 
ſo powerful Ones, that I have been now for 
ſometime expecting the worſt. And bleſſed 
be God, I fall by the Axe; and not by the 
Fiery Tryal. Yet, whatever Apprehenſions 
I had of Popery, and of my own ſevere and 
heavy ſhare I was like to have under it, when 
it ſhould prevail, I never had a Thought of 


doing any thing againſt it baſely, or inhu- | 


; but what could well conſiſt with the 
Chriſtian Religion,. and the Laws and Liber- 
ties of this Kingdom. And I thank God, I 
have examin'd all my Actings in that Matter, 
with fo great Care, that I can appeal to God 


Almighty, who knows my Heart, thatT went 


on Sincerely, without being moved, either by 
Paſſon, By-End, or Ill-Deſign. I have always 
loyed my Country much more than my Life ; 
and never had. any Deſign of changihg the 
Government, which I value, and look upon 
as one of the beſt Governments in the. World, 
and would always have been ready to venture 
my Life for the preſerving of it, and would 
have ſuffered any Extremity,rather than have 
conſented to any Deſign to take away the 


King's Life : Neither ever had Man the Im--! 


udence to propoſe ſo baſe and barbarous a 
- comrajd ; And ] look on it as a very un- 


happy, -and uneaſy part of my preſent Con- 


dition, That in-my Indiftment there ſhould 
be ſo much as mention of ſd vile a Fact ; tho 
nothing in the leaſt was ſaid to prove any ſuch 
Matter ; -but the contrary, by the Lord How-. 


ard: Neither does any Body, I am confident, 


believe the leaſt of it. So that I need not, I 
think, ſay more. 3 16 


F 


. For the King, I do ſincerely pray for him, | 


and wiſh well to him.and to the Nation, That 
they may be happy in one another;that he may 
be indeed the Defender of the Faith; That the 


; Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace, and Safe- 


\ ammo 


| Heart, being then really convinced (as Lam 
Religion, a true and ſincere Proteſtant, and þ 


ty of the Kingdom may be preſerved.and flou- 
riſh under his Government ; and that He in 
his Perfon may be. happy, both here, and 
hereafter. 

As for the ſhare I had in the Proſecution of 
the Popilh Plot, I take God to Witneſs, that 
I proceeded in it in the Sincerity of my 


ſtill) that there was a Conſpiracy againſt 
King, the Nation, and the Proteſtant Religi- 
on : And1 likewiſe profeſs, that I never knew 


| any thing, either directly or indireCtly, of 
_ any Practice with the Witneſſes; which 1 took 
- upon as fo horrid a thing, that I could never 

have endured it. For, I thank God, Falſhood - 


and Cruelty were never in my Nature, but 
always the fartheſt from it imaginable. I did 
believe, and do ſtill, that Popery is breaking 
in upon the Nation ; and that thoſe who ad- 
vance It, will ſtop at nothing, to+carry on 
their Detign : I am heartity forry that ſo ma- 
ny Proteltants givetheir helping. Hand to ir. 
But I hope God will preſerve the Proteſtant 
Religion, and this Nation : thol am afraid it 
will fall under very great Tryals, and very 
ſharp Sufferings. And indeed the Impiety, and 
Profaneneſs that abounds,and appears ſo ſcan- 
dalouſly bare-fac'd every where, gives too 
juſt reaſon to fear:the worſt things which can 
befal a People. I pray God prevent it, and 
glve thoſe who have ſhew?d Concern for the 
Publick Good, and who have appear'd Hearty 
for the true Intereſt of the Nation, and” the 
Proteſtant Religion, Grace to live ſo, that 
they may not caſt a Reproach on that which 
they endeavour to advance; which (God 
knows)has often given me many ſad Thoughts. 
And I hope ſuch of my Friends as may think 
they are touch'd by this, will not take what I 
ſay in ill part, but endeavour. to amend their 
ways, and live ſuitable to the Rules of the 
true Reformed Religion z which is the only 
thing can adminiſter true Comfort at the lat- 
ter End, and revivea Man when he comes to 
Dye. Wear 
As for my preſent Condit, I bleſs God, 
I have no Repining in my Heart at it. I 
know for my Sins I have deſerved much worſe 
at the Hands of God; So that I cheerfully ſub- 
mit to ſo ſmall a Puniſhment, as the being ta- 
ken off a few Years ſooner, and the being 
made a Spectacle to the World. I do freely 
forgive all the World, particularly thoſe con- 
cerned in tzking away my Life: and I deiire 
and conjure: my Friends to think of no Re- 
venge, but to ſubmit to the' holy Will of 
God, into whoſe Hands I reſign my ſelf en- 
tirely. ; | 

But to look back a little I cannot but give 
ſome touch about the Bill; of Excluſion, and 
fhew the Reaſons of my appearing in that Bu- 
ſineſs ; which in ſhort is this : That I thoughr 
the Nation was in ſuch danger of Popery, and 
that the Expectation of a Popiſh Succeſſor ( as 
| have ſaid in Parliament ) put the King's 
Life likewiſe in ſuch danger, that I ſaw no 
| | way 
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way ſo effectual to ſecure both, as ſuch a Bill. | 


As to the Limitations which were propoſed, 
if they were ſincerely offered, and had paſsg'd 
into a Law, the Duke then would haye been 
excluded from the Power of a King, and the 
Government quite altered, and little: more 
than the Name of a King left. So I could 
not ſee either Sin or Fault in theone,when all 
People were willing to admit of *rother z but 
thought it better to haye a King with his Pre- 
rogative, and the Nation eaſy and ſafe under 
him, than a King without it, which muſt have 
bred perpetual Jealouſtes, and a continual 
Struggle. All this I ſay, oply to juſtify my 
ſelf, and not to inflame others : Though 1 
Ccannor bht think my Earveſtneſs in that mat- 
ter has had no fmall Influence in. my preſent 
Sufferipgs. Burt I have now done with this 
World, and am going to a Kingdom which 
camot be moved. 

And as tothe conſpiring to ſeize the Guards, 
which is the Crime for which I am condemn- 
£d, and which was made a conftructive Trea- 
ſon for taking away the King's Life, to bring 
it within the Statute of Edw.. the 3d, 1 ſhall 
give this true and clear Account. I never 
was at Mr. Sheybeara*'s with that Com- 
pany but once, and there was no undertaking 
then of ſecuring, or ſcizing the Guards z nor 
none appointed to. view, or examine then) : 
Some Diſcourſe there was of the Feaſibleneſs 
of it ;' and ſeveral times by accident, in gene- 
ral Diſtourſe elſewhere, 1 have heard it men- 
tion'd, as 2 thing might ealily-be done, hut 
never conſented to as ht to be done. And F're- 
member particularly at my Lord Shaftebury?s, 
there being ſome. general Diſcounſe af this 
kand, I immediately. flew out, and exchaim'd 
ggainſt ir, and ask'd; If the thipg ſucceeded, 
what mult be done. next but maſſacring the 
Guards, and killing them in: cold Blood 
Which I look'd, upon as ſo deteſtable a thing; 
and fo like a Popiſh Practice, that I covid not 
but abhor it. Andat the fame time the Nuke 
of Aqzmonth took me by the Hand, and told 
me very kindly, My -Lord,I fe you and I are 
of 2 Temper z Did. yan ever hear ſo horrid a 
thing ? And I muſt needs do-bim that Juſtice 


to declare, that [never obſerved in bun bur 


an Abhorrence to all baſe things. 

As to my going to Mr. Shepheard's, I went 
with an Intention to taſte Sherry ;, for he had 
promiſed me to reſerve for me the next very 
gaod Piece he met with, when I went out of 
Town; and if he recollefts, he may remem- 
ber I ask'd him about it, and he went and 
fetch'd a Bottle ; but when I taſted it, I ſaid 
*rwas hot in the Mouth ; and delired that 
whenever he met with a choice Piece, he 
would keep it for me: which he promiſed. 
I enlarge the more upon this, becauſe Sir Geo. 
7efferies infinnated ta the Jury, as: if I had 
made a Story about going thither ; but ne- 
ver faid, that was the only Reaſon : And 
I will now truly, and plainly add the reſt. 


I was the day before this Meeting, come to 


Towti, for two or three days,. as I had 
| done .once or, twice before ; having a very 
near and dear Relation lying in a very lan- 
guiſhing and deſperate Condition : And the 
Duke of Monmouth came to me, and told me, 
He was extreamly glad I was come to 'Town 
for- my. Lord Shaftsbury, and ſome hot Men 
would undo us all : How ſo,my Lord, I aid Z 
Why (anſwered he) they'll certainly do ſome. 
diſorderly thing or other, if great Care be not 
taken, and therefore for God's ſake uſe ydur 

Endeavours with your Friends to prevent any 
thing of this kind. He told rye,there would be 
Company at 'Mr. Shepheard's that Night; and 
deſired me to be-at home in the Evening, and 
| he would call me ; which he did 1 And whent 

t came into the 'Room, | faw Mr..Rumſey of 
the Chimny'; though he ſwears he came 1n af-. 
ter; and there were things ſaid by ſame 
with much more Heat, than Judgment, which 
I did ſufficiently. diſapprove, and yet for 
thefe things 1 ſtand condemned.  ButT thank 
God, my part. was. ſincere, and. well meant. 
It is, I know, inferred from hence, and was 
prefſed to me, that I was acquainted: with 
theſe Heats and ill Defigns, and did not dif: 
cover them.” But this is but Miſprifion 'of 
Treafon at moſt. - So I dye innocent of the 

Crimel ſtand condemw'd for,. and I hope no- 
| body will imagine that ſo mean a Thought 
could enter into me, as to go about to'ſave 
my felf,, by accuſing others. 'The patt that 
ſame have acted lately of that kine, h& not 
been ſach as toinvite me to love! Life ar ſuch 
2 rate. ONT FE. p77 3 


As for the Sentence of Deathi paſſed npoa 
me, F cannot but think it a ' very hard one. 
For nothing was ſworn againſt me '( whether 
true pr falſe, I will not now” examine ) but 
fome Difcourſes about 'making> forms - Stirs. 
And this: is - not levying: War: againſt' the 
King, which is Treaſoh by theStatute? of 
Edward the Third, and not 'the confilting 
ang diſcourſing abour' ity which was all tht 
was. witneſſed againſt me. 'Bagby a ſtrait; 
Fetch, the Defizn of ſeizing the Guards, "# 
conſtrued aDetign -of killing the King ; and 
fo.I was in thac caſt. 5 i We + 

And now I have truly and ſincerely told 
what my part was in that, which cannot be 
more than a bare Miſprifion z and yet I am 
condemned as guilty of a Deſign of killing 
the King. I pray God lay not this to-the 
chatge, neither of the King's Counſel, nor 
Judges, nor Sheriffs, nor Jury : And for the 
Witnelles, I pity them, and wiſh them well. 
I ſhall not reckon up the Particulars wherein 
they did me wrong ; I had rather their own 


| Cofiſciences ſhould do that, to which, and the ©: 


Mercies of God, I leave them. , Only I ſhall 
| averr, that what I faid of my not hearing 
Col. Rumſey deliver -any Meſſage from my 
Lord Shaftsbury, was true ; for I always de- 
teſted Lying, tho never ſo much to my ad-. 
vantage. And I hope none will beſo unjuſt” 


ard udcharitable, as to think I would venture 
on it in theſe ory lalt Words, for which I am 
{9 ſoon to give an account to the Great God, 
the Searcher of Hearts, and Judg of all 
Things. / 
From the Time of chuſing Sheriffs, I con- 
cluded the Heat in that Matter would pro- 
duce ſomething of this kind; and I am 
not much ſurprized to find it fall upon me. 
And I wiſh what is done to me, may put a 
ſtop, and ſatiate ſome Peoples Revenge, and 
that no more -innocent Blood be ſhed ; for [ 
muſt, and do ſtill look upon mine as ſuch, 
fince I know I was guilty of no Treaſon ; and 
thereforel would not betray my Innocence by 
Flixht, of which I do not CI thank God ) 
ye opens ( tho much preſſed to it ) how 
fatal ſoever it may have ſeem'd to have pro- 
ved to me; for I look upon my Death in this 
manner, (I thank God) with other eyes 
than the World does. I know I faid but lit- 
tle at the Trial, and I ſuppoſe it looks more 
like Innocence than Guilt. I was alſo advis'd 
not to confeſs Matter of Fatt plainly, ſince 
chat muſt certainly have brought me within 
the Guilt of Miſprifion. And being thus re- 
ſtrained from dealing frankly and openly, I | 
'Choſe rather to ſay little, than to depart from 
that Ingenuity, that, by the Grace of God, I | 
had carried along with me in the former parts 
of my Life, = ſo could eaſier be ſilent, and 
leave the whole Matter to the Conſcience of 
the Jurys than to make the laft and ſolemneſt 
 partof iny Life ſo different from the Courſe 
of it, as the uſing little Tricks and Evalions 
have been. Nor did lever pretend to a 


muſt 

great readineſs in ſpeaking : I wiſh thoſe 
Gentlemey of the Law, who have it,, would 
-make more Conſcience in the uſe of it, and 


the more Joy, if I thought I ſhould 
laſt were to ſuffer in ſuch a way. 
Since my Sentence, I have had but few 


Thoughts, but Preparatory ones for Death + 
Yet the Importunity of my Frier.ds, and par- 
ticularly-of the Belt and Deareſt Wiie in the 
World, prevailed with me to ſign Petitions, 
and make an Addreſs for my Life : To which 
I was very averſe. For (I thank God) tho 
in all reſpects I have lived one of the happieſt, 
and contented?it Men of the World, (tor now 
very near fourteen years) yet I am ſo willing 
to leave all, that it was not without Difficul- 
ty, that1did any thing for the ſaving of my 
Life, that was Begging. :But I was willing to 
letmy Friends ſee what Power they had over 
me, and that I was-not Obſtinate, nor Sullen; 
but would do any thing that an honeſt Man 
could do, for their Satisfaction. Which was 
the only Motive that ſway*d, or had any 
weight with me. | 


And now to ſum up all: As I never had 
any Deſign againſt the King's Life, or the 
Life of any Man whatſoever ; ſo I never was 
in any Contrivance of altering. the Govyern- 
ment. What the Heats, Wickedneſs, Paſſi- 
ons, and Vanities of other Men have occaſion- 
ed, I ought not to be anfwerable for ; [nor 
could I repreſs them, tho I now ſuffer for: 
-them. But the Will of the Lord be done ; 
into whoſe Hands I commerd my Spirit ; and 
truſt that Thou, O moſt Merciful Father, 
haſt forgiven me all my 'Tranſgreſlions ; the 
Sins of my Youth, and all the Errors of my 
=_ Life ; and that Thou'wilt not lay my 

ecret Sins and Ignorances to my Charge; but 
| wilt graciouſly ſupport me during that ſmall 
part of my Time now | before me, and afliſt 
me in my laſt Moments; and: not leave me then 
to be diſorder'd by Fear, or any other 
\ Temptation z but make © the Light of thy 
|Countenance to ſhine upow me; for Thou art 
my Sun, and my Shield : ':And as Thou ſu 
pron me by thy Grace, 1o I hope thou wilt 
ercafter Crown me with:Glory, and receive 
me into the Fellowſhip of Angels, and Saints, 
in that bleſſed Inheritance purchaſed for me 
by my moſt merciful Redtemer; who is, 1 
truſt, at thy Right Hand, preparing a place 


for me, and is ready to' receive me': "Into 
| whoſe Hands I commend my Spjrit, 


| 


. 
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